Book reviews
Positioning in Radiography by K C Clark MBE 8th ed pp xix + 806 illustrated £6 6s London: Wm Hcinemann Medical Books 1964 This edition is longer by 150 pages than the previous one. This results from including more techniques and expanding the section on angiography and cine radiography. There are also descriptions of subtraction, stereotaxis and dental panography and rotography. The supplements have been extended to give more material on contrast media and exposure tables, together with the most recent information concerning the effects of radiation and protection methods which should be adopted.
New to the textbook are descriptions of ultrasound and y-ray scanning; both techniques are highly specialized but have played a very considerable part in the investigation of intracranial pathology.
The exceedingly high quality of production and illustration has been maintained and this textbook has undoubtedly a unique place in the field of radiography. The descriptions are clear, concise and beautifully illustrated and there is an excellent index. Its position is enhanced by the additions now made. series of symposium volumes appearing over the last two decades have witnessed the continuing active interest in the haemolytic streptococcus, and the diseases that it produces, in the United States. The volume under review is the latest in this series and brings an account of research work up to November 1962. It comprises fifteen chapters, fourteen by American and one by a British author. The first section deals with the biology and chemistry of hsemolytic streptococci and contains an admirable review of the structure of the streptococcal cell wall by M McCarty and a useful review of work on streptococcal bacteriophages, not all of it previously published, by W R Maxted. Six chapters deal with experimental investigations into the oetiology of rheumatic fever and glomerulonephritis; the two .chapters on nephritis, by E M Tan and by F J Dixon and J D Feldman, are particularly worthy of note. The third section on epidemiological and clinical aspects is again largely a review of published work, not all of it recent, and has useful discussions by G H Stollerman and A Taranta of the factors determining the frequency with which rheumatic fever follows streptococcus infection.
Taken in all, the book has most of the advantages of a good symposiumvaluable reviews of published work by people who have lived with the subject for many yearsand it shares with many other good symposia the disadvantage that the volume appears two years after the date of the meeting and that a very large proportion of what is published in it is familiar to anyone who has been following the literature in the original publications.
R E 0 WILLIAMS This work records the papers presented at a course for physicians in clinical practice held at Cambridge from September 30 to October 5, 1963, together with the introductory remarks to the discussion made by the chairman for each of the subjects. The subjects under discussion were connective tissue, ageing, regeneration and repair, subcutaneous fat, keratinization, percutaneous absorption and the epidermal barrier, hair, cutaneous circulation, the physiology of bulla formation and new techniques in dermatology research. With this wide range, few clinicians can fail to learn something new and of interest by reading this book. All speakers were persons working in the subject they were reporting and they recall in detail much of their own work. Frequent allusion to the work of others enhances the value of this book and makes it an authoritative account of the various subjects. The many references (quoted with full names and dates in parenthesis) do in places make reading difficult, but generally the style is fluent and readily understood. There is much of interest not strictly dermatological: thus, we are twice reminded in the subject of ageing that controlled starvation of rats will double their life span, and in the genetics of keratinization a brief outline of modern thoughts on genetics in general is given. The editors and the publishers are to be congrlatulated in producing this volume barely a year
